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LAW
Shari'a principles (that is, Islamic principles derived from the Holy Quran and the Sunnah, the latter being the witnesses' sayings of
the Prophet Mohammed), which although not codified, are the primary source of law in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). In
addition to Shari'a principles, the law in the KSA consists of secular regulations passed by the government.
At this time, there is no specific data protection legislation in place in the KSA (although we understand that a new freedom of
information and protection of private data law is under review by the formal advisory body of KSA, the Shura Council). Shari'a
principles generally protect the privacy and personal data of individuals.
That said, there are certain secular regulations passed by government, which, although not dedicated as a whole to data
privacy/protection, contain specific provisions governing the right to privacy and data protection in certain contexts.
There may also be specific regulations applicable to certain industries, for example, in banking, which is regulated by the Saudi
Arabian Monetary Authority (SAMA).

DEFINITIONS
Definition of personal data
In the absence of specific data protection legislation, there is no definition of personal data.

Definition of sensitive personal data
In the absence of specific data protection legislation, there is no definition of sensitive personal data.

NATIONAL DATA PROTECTION AUTHORITY
There is no national data protection authority in the KSA.

REGISTRATION
In the absence of a national data protection authority, there are no data protection registration requirements in the KSA.

DATA PROTECTION OFFICERS
There is no requirement in the KSA for organizations to appoint a data protection officer.

COLLECTION & PROCESSING
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There is no concept of data controller or data processor in the KSA.

TRANSFER
There is no specific data protection legislation in place in the KSA.
In certain contexts or sectors, specific approvals may be required—for example, in a banking context, approval from SAMA.

SECURITY
There is currently no dedicated date protection legislation imposing specific security requirements.

BREACH NOTIFICATION
There is no dedicated data protection regulation imposing a mandatory requirement to report data security breaches. However,
notification obligations may be triggered in specific contexts / sectors – for example, cloud services providers may be required to
report security breaches to the Communications and Information Technology Commission depending upon the circumstances.

ENFORCEMENT
At this time, there is no clear designated authority responsible for the enforcement of data protection and privacy equivalent to,
say, the Information Commissioner in the United Kingdom. That said, specific authorities are tasked with enforcing breaches of
other legislation that is in place in the KSA.

ELECTRONIC MARKETING
Electronic marketing is regulated by the Communications and Information Technology Commission, and is subject to various
requirements. Additional requirements may also apply in specific contexts – for example, in the context of e-commerce activity.

ONLINE PRIVACY
There is no specific legislation in the KSA that expressly regulates the use of cookies.
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DATA PRIVACY TOOL
You may also be interested in our Data Privacy Scorebox to assess your organization's level of data protection maturity.
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Disclaimer
DLA Piper is a global law firm operating through various separate and distinct legal entities. Further details of these entities can be
found at www.dlapiper.com.
This publication is intended as a general overview and discussion of the subjects dealt with, and does not create a lawyer-client
relationship. It is not intended to be, and should not be used as, a substitute for taking legal advice in any specific situation. DLA
Piper will accept no responsibility for any actions taken or not taken on the basis of this publication.
This may qualify as 'Lawyer Advertising' requiring notice in some jurisdictions. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
Copyright © 2021 DLA Piper. All rights reserved.

